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Today’s edition is a continuation of the fate of legislation covered throughout the Sixty-Sixth General Assembly.  
House Bill 11-1005 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on May 23rd.  It was another of the bills meant to undo the suspension of exemptions (House Bill 10-1195) from the state sales and use taxes passed during the Sixty-Fifth General Assembly.  HB 1005 reinstates certain exemptions from taxation:  1) Sales and purchases of agricultural compounds and pesticides consumed/administered or used in caring for livestock; and 2) storage, use or consumption of agricultural compounds and pesticides to be consumed or administered or otherwise used in caring for livestock.  
House Bill 11-1140 was postponed indefinitely (killed) on April 19th.  It was yet another effort by Republicans to “strengthen the enforcement of laws against illegal aliens.”  Passage of HB 1140 would have prohibited local governments who do not participate in the Secure Communities Initiative from receiving local government grants, severance taxes, local government mineral impact funds and cigarette tax revenues (cigarette tax revenue collections used by local governments for veterans services were to be exempted from the bill).  The Secure Communities Initiative is under the auspices of the U. S. Department of Homeland Security’s Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE).  
House Bill 11-1287 was postponed indefinitely April 6th.  Passage would have given juveniles who were charged as adults (a process known as direct filing) an opportunity to be considered for community placement under certain circumstances.  Under current law, offenders who were charged by direct file and sentenced to a term of imprisonment greater than 40 years unless otherwise eligible in less than 40 years, and applies to offenses committed on or after July 1, 2006  HB 1287 would have extended such eligibility to all covered offenders regardless of the date the offense was committed.  

House Bill 11-1141 was postponed indefinitely on May 3rd.  Passage would have implemented an exemption on all business property purchased in 2012 or 2013 from the levy and collection of property tax.  “Current law exempts from property taxes any business personal property with an actual value of less than $5,500.00,” with taxing beginning the year AFTER it is first used.  

Senate Bill 11-126 was postponed indefinitely on April 26th, and probably proved to create the most acrimony of the entire session.  SB 126 would have allowed certain students “unlawfully present in the United States” to attend college and pay in-state tuition, rather than pay the much higher out-of-state tuition rate.  Those students would not have been eligible for a college opportunity fund stipend or for any other state-funded need-based financial aid, and would have had to meet other requirements to gain citizenship.  In this writer’s opinion, legislators were ignoring the majority of constituents’ position on this matter.  Out-of-state students attending college in Colorado adamantly opposed the bill as discriminatory.  The Fiscal Impact analysis also pointed out that any increased revenue created by the bill would be offset by the increased costs required to implement the bill’s provisions.    

House Bill 11-1286 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on May 4th, and clarifies rule-making authority regarding deviating geologic formations for mining operations.  The State Engineer can make rules to determine which groundwater in the formations or basins is determined to be nontributary groundwater (defined as that “located outside groundwater basins designated by the Colorado Ground Water Commission where water withdrawal will not, within 100 years, deplete the flow of a natural stream at an annual rate greater than one-tenth of one percent of the annual rate of withdrawal.”)  The significant point of the Fiscal Impact analysis is this:  “Nontributary groundwater is not subject to prior appropriation and is instead based on ownership of the overlying land and a 100-year life expectancy.”  
House Bill 11-1294 was Deemed Lost.  Passage would have “repealed the portion of laws enacted pursuant to a 1992 ballot initiative, Amendment 10, that prohibited hunting black bears between March 1 and September 1.”  HB 1294 would have re-established “the Wildlife Commission’s authority to determine seasonal black bear hunting restrictions.”    

Senate Bill 11-244 was also Deemed Lost.  Passage would have repealed the crimes of adultery and promoting sexual immorality, and removed the prohibition on the Peace Officer Standards and Training Board against certifying a person who has been convicted of promoting sexual immorality.  Adultery is classified as illegal in the Colorado Revised Statutes, but does not carry a criminal penalty.  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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